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Casting Light on"the

oy

Close vonr evies and envision the Tiohidays sl
Ihere’d be no menorahs or Chirstmas trees: e
colorful strect hights

Now open sour eves md bask i the light—uespecially il
vousre near West Hetner Road in OKC, That's where the i
foot menerah will appear at the new Chabad Communits
Cenier. Rabbi Onvadia Goldmuan s Chabad's Spivitwal Eeader.,

Chuabad ollers ene of several Jewish cducational progrinns
in OKC. “Evervone’s welcome ot our Center.” notes Rabbi
Goldman, “but we definitely focus on the Jewish community,”

Come sundown on December 21 that Tocus will be on
[Lanukkah. Thanukkah conmmemaorates the Jews™ deteat
ol Antiochus Epiphanes. a Greck hing who obsessively
perseeuted the Jows, When the Jows rededicnadd the temple. o

one day supply of el lasted Tor cight davs: thus the practice off

lighting amenorah with eight candles

SNB wide and Loweether with vur five children. cach ight
individuad memoralis.” H Cialdmin, e we hu
a beautilul radinion of watching the candles because they b
aspivittal story”

notes Kabl

Rabbi Goldman's menorah also tells o story, 70 s not o

Famnily artifaet. but | lknow my menorali caome rom @ Jewish
cotumunity in Poland and survived the Tolocawst, We place
i along with the rest ol our menorahs, e the deorways of our
home so e wildl see the Tights when we pass by

Home is also where Bilt Gireens Waorship Pastor at Weastern
Oaks Chureh of the Nazarene in ORKC. shares lus treasured
holidiy stories. I this case. the stories center around
Immanuel pocaning “Gaod with us™,

“lven though our kids e married and Live a distanee asway.
we ke o peint o be together daring Christmas.” suvs
Pastor Green, “Familhy members share how God has been with
them—througeh thick and thin——during the past yvear. [Us @
very meantnglul occasion.”

Regarding church traditions. Pastor Green favors a candlelight
comuunivn seryice because. as e puis it Candlelight seems
o have such aealming elieet on the spirit,

And D hink swe crave that same spicit all year long—not only
Bie cabmness. bot also the sparit ot giving, That's really the
spint of Christmas—CGiod's oift of Fhis only begetten Son T
secins o pernmeate througeh foith Tes and cultures and weip
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“Orne of the most ineredible gits the |

el Flis vear fier g

ts with sonething thi

s almost mvstical.”

Giiving is certainly an important part of Hanukkah as wel|
Rabbi Goldman's eluldren are rewarded tor progress made 1

their Jewish cducational journey,

Ciitts are also o part of Phvlliz Davis eelebration: she s
a member of the Temple Bnai Israel congrevation. "My
childeen received gifts on every night of Hapukkah ™ recalls
Phvllis, A speciad witt was roservad for the Tast night.”

“lIn Sunday Sehoel my kids made elay menorahs, And my

relriverator wis covered with menoraly drawings. The Kids ot
very excited about the holiday”

Lampstands are mentioned throvghout the Toral, Rabbi
Gotdman reterences Numbers 8:1-4 when God directs Moses
o set up the seven famps. o fieht the area i front of thy
ampstand. [ The kinpstand is] made ol himmered gold—lram

s base w10 blossoms.”

Light also recurs threughoul the New Testament. Pastor Crreen
cites Josus” words i Joln S22 N T am the fight of the
world, T vou follow me. vou won't ave to walk i darkness.
because you will have the light that leads o hie”

Bot holidavs <hare another commuon theme: the priceless wifl
ol freedom.

As Pastor Green puts i Christmas s nol just a sweet hitle
story aboui a baby born man vousual place, 10 about the
Freedom we can have in Christ”

[Rabbi Goldman casts frecdom tna ditterent Light, CHanukkah
commemorates the fivst tme i recorded history when any
group toueht for religious reedom.

1S, oflers to any human
being is frecdom of religion. \We Tews believe that this
country is extreneh blessed because ol that freedom.

AW keop hearing that the ight ol the western world is being

diminshicd. But Hanokkah reminds us that we must stay
the course. When we do the rights godlye beautitul thing.
lightness will prevagl”

Fore Wit iy Sivees Ine Sorfeanr with e heeshand Ehean aned davelicr
Vo cefehrare Clirisines enid :’."'._'f'f.’
condtos rodispel the darkis




Kwanzaa (December 26-January 1):
Candle Tighting s an essential part ol Kwanzag celelyral

= The holiday was established in 1966 1o help African

Armericans reconnect with therr cultaral and historical roots,

Thus Kwanzaa is a cubtaral, not a religious. holiday,

The kimara. or Kwanzaa candle holder, bolds seven tapers
The lights represent the seven Principles of the holidae:

unitve sel=determination. collective work and responsibiling

CONPRTITIVE Ceonomics, purpose, creativity, und faid,

Although Hehting a Kinara diflers from fighting o menuoril
ey Jowish traditions have been incorpoerated into
Afvican Amertcan culture. Both cultures know Tirsthinil o
slavery and Ireedom,

Winter Solstice (also known as Midwinter):

{Dee 21-22):

« Winter Sofstice is the shortest day ot the vear. (Solstice
comues ram the Latin, and means “sun stand stll’)

Ancient cultures performed claborate solstice ceremonies.
They belreved that therr anoe ritvals would case the sun (o
shine more brightlv and conimuous|y,

Scivnee enthusiasts delight i celebrating what is Knowp
abuit the cosmos. wlile sondering what is sull o be
discavered.

T3ut could the Winter Sobstice wlso be seen ina whole new
light! The stars mn the nighe skv are a reminder of the sat
that appearcd i Bethlelem. Lyven the darkesi maht can be
iluninated by candles.

Like other dews Tivinge in America. Rabbi Gialdmmns Ginily
will cnjov potato [mkas Tor the holiday (The ail used for
frving 1= reminiscent of the off used w light the Temple
candlesy “Generadhv speaking. 1 love tood.” chuckles ihe
Rabby “There's senething very speciad about botly the ancien
and the modern latka recipes.”

Fricd jellv donuts are prepared i dsrae] to svmbolize an
ancient Jewish traditien: To help o child asseente learnimg
with sweetness. voung schelars tasted honey while studving.
In Avabic, tos riraal is known as Aonck b

Jose and Havdee Marales, native Pucrto Ricans moaw living in
ORC. share thor favorite 7island™ Chimstmas traditions:

Food: “Roust pork as tvpieal.” notes Havdee, “Hogs are
ordered i August, You can have a 30 peund pig ora 300
pound hog. My srandimother reasted a hog over ve coals.
vervone helped tuen the hog and piek the rind. Yes. fingers
st burned, but iwas worth !

Music: TWe love parrandas” recall ose amd 1 )

group gets together. usuallv atter midimght. and quictly
approaches o tricmd’s house, We shout Asalto! and begin
singite at the top of our lungs, The Eumily invites us in. we

citt together. and move on o the nexl hose

Juration: “Christimas begins the dav after Thanksgiving
and Tasts unul Three Kings Dayv on January 6, Cin January 3,
voung children put out grass and water for the Kings™ camels.
When the Kings come. they brings gilts tor the children. The
next dave the grass and water are cone. and the kids believe
they ve helped the wise men get o their destination.

Jubilution: “Fhe feasting and felfowship is like
1o the happiness and jov that comes with celebrating Christ's
Birth.” savs Flavdee, “We el evervone that st was born
with the one purpose of salvation: for vou. for me, and lor the
whole world.”

Jnpstirt

Rabbi Ovadia Goldoan 1 the docctor ol ihe
Chabad Community Center
000 W Fletner Road » OKC

[Hanukkal festivities not vet scheduled at tme of
publication. Call 286-0%H) or cheek JewishORC,
org lor the Liest events.

Pastor Bill Green is the Worship Pastor at Western
Ouks Church of the Nazarene
701 NW O I6ih (corner of 16t and Councily « OKC
787-2042 » wonaz.com

Sunday, December 14, 103:30um
Adult Christmas Musical:
“Ihe Spirit of Christmas™
Sundiv. December 210 6pm
Cundlelight Comumunien Tor all Believers
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